
Alabama Poultry Magazine November / December 2020 1 

THE OFFICIAL MAGAZINE OF THE ALABAMA POULTRY & EGG ASSOCIATION 

APEA 
P.O. Box 240 
Montgomery, AL 36101 
Address Service Requested 

November / December 2020  Vol. 15 No. 6 

ALABAMAPOULTRY



  

  

  

    

 

    

 

Protection against infectious laryngotracheitis (ILT) 
powered by VAXXITEK® 

VAXXITEK® HVT+IBD+ILT provides: 

A solid immune foundation 

Protection against infectious laryngotracheitis, 
Marek’s and infectious bursal diseases in one shot 

Proven safety for your flock 

The latest innovation from the manufacturer 
of VAXXITEK® HVT+IBD 

in 

Put the power of protection in your hands with 
precision-engineered VAXXITEK® HVT+IBD+ILT. 

VAXXITEK® is a registered trademark of Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health USA Inc. 
© 2020 Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health USA Inc., Duluth, GA. All rights reserved. US-POU-0022-2020  109043 



   
     

     

 

 

 

 

 

        
        

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Board of Directors 
Officers 
Jason Shell, President, Boaz* 
Casey Jones, Vice President, Hoover* 
Stanley Usery, Treasurer, Athens* 
Ryan Turner, Secretary, Guntersville* 
Jason Spann, Immediate Past President,

 Hanceville* 

Directors 
Johnny Adcock, Woodland 
Lou Ayers, Jasper 
Marc de Beer, Huntsville 
Randall Ennis, Tanner 
Tim Holmes, Decatur 
Harold Hunt, Gadsden 
Clint Lauderdale, Hanceville 
Neil Martin, Dothan 
David Massey, Enterprise 
Shaun Morris, Eufaula 
Kevin Parnell, Boaz 
Mitchell Pate, Auburn 
Charlie Peacock, Tuscaloosa* 
Mike Pigg, Auburn 
Keith Rhodarmer, Collinsville 
John Roberts, Cullman 
Cliff Rule, Guntersville 
Kenneth Sanders, Brundidge 
Steve Smith, Hanceville* 
Michael Starling, Shorterville 
Doug Thiessen, Montgomery 
Rod Thomas, Montgomery 
David Thompson, Anniston 
Kevin Touchstone, Russellville 
Larry Upchurch, Lineville 
Josh Whitley, Snead 
Brad Williams, Jack 
Tony Wood, Brantley 

Advisors 
Vernon Abney, Auburn 
Dr. Bill Dozier, Auburn University 
Andy Chamness, Montgomery 
Dr. Jeremiah Davis, Auburn University 
Dr. Tony Frazier, Montgomery 
Dr. Ken Macklin, Auburn University 

*Executive Committee Members 

APEA STAFF 
Johnny Adams – Chief Executive Officer 
Ray Hilburn – Associate Director 
Caleb Hicks – Communications Director/Editor 
Jennifer Shell – Administrative Director 

Alabama Poultry Magazine is published by the 
Alabama Poultry & Egg Association 
465 South Bainbridge Street 
Montgomery, AL 36104 
Phone: 334-265-2732 
Fax: 334-265-0008 

Send editorial and advertising correspondence to: 
Alabama Poultry Magazine 
Editor 
P.O. Box 240 
Montgomery, AL 36101 

Advertising rates and closing 
dates available upon request. 

Editorial matter from sources outside APEA is  some-
times presented for the information and interest of our 
members. Such material may or may not coincide with 
official APEA policy. Publication does not necessarily 
imply endorsement by APEA. 

www.alabamapoultry.org 
www.facebook.com/BamaChicken 

President’s Message 
One thing is for certain: Change is inevitable, and 2020 has 

been nothing but change. 
Hurricane Sally hit our state extremely hard in September, but 

based on the hard work and preparation of our great producers, 
companies and government, our industry sustained minimal dam-
age. Our producers are at the greatest risk when unpredictable 
weather happens, and I would like to thank them for all their hard 
work and dedication to our industry every day.  

I would also like to thank our Alabama Poultry Foundation 
Committee for its work in helping ensure our poultry science 
students at Auburn University and local community colleges can 
continue their education through scholarship awards. This year, 
about $55,000 in scholarships will be awarded to our future leaders in this great industry 
we all know and love. Good luck, students. We look forward to working with you in the 
future. 

Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey has awarded $26 million in CARES Act funds to assist 
Alabama agriculture segments impacted by COVID-19. This funding has been used to 
establish the Alabama Agricultural Stabilization Program. Of the $26 million, $4 million 
will be utilized through the Poultry Farmer Stabilization Grant Program to aid poultry 
farmers who have experienced downtime of more than 17 days between flocks and who 
have not been compensated otherwise. APEA has been working with other groups, includ-
ing the Alabama Department of Agriculture and Industries and the governor’s office, on 
the dispersal of these funds. Every grower should have received a detailed letter on how 
to apply by now. 

On a lighter note, I am excited to announce that we have booked a new date with 
country entertainer Riley Green. The Evening of Fun concert will be held April 10 at the 
Birmingham Jefferson Civic Center. Green won the Academy of Country Music’s New 
Male Artist of the Year Award in September, and there’s a lot of excitement about him. 
Ticket sales were strong before the event was canceled over the summer. We plan to 
kick off the 2021 ticket sales campaign in late January. However, we have unfortunately 
decided to cancel our bass tournament for the year. We are going to look at options of 
when would be best to plan that event. 

In closing, I want to wish everyone a happy Thanksgiving and a merry Christmas. I 
truly hope you and your families have a safe and blessed holiday season. 

Sincerely, 

Jason 
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AU Poultry Science Department Partners 
with ADM Animal Nutrition 

Poultry scientists Jessica and Charles Starkey have partnered with ADM Animal 
Nutrition to research poultry feed enzymes in broiler digestibility and growth. 

Auburn University Department 
of Poultry Science faculty 

members Charles and Jessica 
Starkey have joined forces with 
ADM, a global leader in human and 
animal nutrition, to conduct ground-
breaking research with poultry feed 
enzymes. 

Through the Starkeys’ agree-
ment with ADM Animal Nutrition, 
students in Auburn’s poultry sci-
ence program are conducting 
experiments in feed mill enzyme 
processing stability and live broiler 
chicken growth and digestibility 
at the new, state-of-the-art Charles 
C. Miller Jr. Poultry Research and 
Education Center. 

The research, which began in July, 
is further enhanced by an $80,000 
gift from ADM Cares to support 
the Starkeys’ multispecies research 
and teaching program and help pro-
vide stipends for undergraduate and 
graduate students as well as visiting 
research scholars. 

“Working with ADM will not 
only help accelerate our research, 
but it will directly benefit our stu-
dents through diverse, hands-on 
educational experiences in our lab 
and through internship and net-
working opportunities,” Charles 
Starkey, assistant professor of 
poultry science, said. “We see this 
as the beginning of a productive 

Poultry science students will get 
hands-on experience with the Starkeys' 
research. 

collaboration and look forward to 
working closely with some of the 
best enzyme scientists in the world 
at ADM.” 

Students in the Starkeys’ research 
lab on Auburn’s campus will work 
with ADM’s other research and 
development facilities around 
the globe to help develop poultry 
enzyme products, improving animal 
health and nutrition. 

Enzymes in poultry diets can 
increase the efficiency of digestion, 
allow feed producers greater flexi-
bility in the types of raw materials 
that can be used in feed formu-
lation, and help improve overall 
sustainability and environmental 
stewardship. 

“We’re excited about our part-
nership with Auburn University’s 
Department of Poultry Science and 
are proud to support their mission 
to develop future innovators in the 
field of animal nutrition,” said Todd 
Werpy, ADM chief science officer. 
“We’re proud to partner with the 
Starkeys, accomplished research-
ers who will be working alongside 
our own research and development 
team to create cutting-edge solu-
tions in animal nutrition.” 

5 
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  Showing up for work 
before the sun does. 

Some don’t get it, but we do. 

It’s never a dull day on the farm. Since 1916, Alabama Ag Credit has helped farmers 

like you fnance improvements and upgrades for everything from supplies to tractors AlabamaAgCredit.com 
Call 800.579.5471to tools that get the job done. Whether you’re starting or expanding your agricultural 

operation, we ofer long-term or short-term credit options. Call us today to learn about 

our competitive rates and how our relationship lending can help your farm thrive. 

MEMBER 

Michael Starling, Member in Henry County 
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Feed Quality, Availability Essential for 
Optimum for Optimum Broiler Performance 

By W. J. Pacheco, K. S. Macklin, D. V. Bourassa 

Every year in the U.S., broil-
ers consume approximately 

50 million metric tons of feed, 
which translates to between 60 
and 70 percent of total production 
costs. However, improvements 
in genetic selection and precise 
nutrition have allowed broilers to 
grow at a steady pace and reach 
their market weight in shorter 
time with less feed needed per 
pound of weight gain. 

Since feed is typically a sole 
source of nutrients, it is critical 
to make sure that birds receive all 
necessary nutrients in every sin-
gle bite. It is important to control 
feed quality at the feed mill and at 
the farm to ensure good physical 
and nutritional feed quality at the 

feeder level. Though most of the 
burden associated with providing 
quality feed rests with the integra-
tor, it is important to have good 
communication between growers 
and integrators to ensure that feed 
is delivered to the correct farm 
silo so it does not degrade phys-
ically or nutritionally before it 
reaches the feeder pan. 

At the feed mill, the quality of 
incoming ingredients must be 
stringent, as their quality cannot 
be improved after receiving. Poor-
quality ingredients are more diffi-
cult to manage and more prone to 
mold and bacterial growth during 
storage. 

During grinding, it is important 
to have a good balance of fine and 

coarse particles. Fine particles are 
important to improve pellet qual-
ity, as they can absorb heat and 
moisture faster during feed condi-
tioning and have a greater surface 
area for digestive enzyme access 
during the digestion process. 
The inclusion of coarse particles 
greater than 1000 microns also is 
important, however. Coarse par-
ticles stimulate gizzard function 
and reverse peristalsis, which 
increases retention time of feed 
in the upper gut. That allows for 
greater nutrient digestion and 
absorption, thus leaving fewer 
nutrients available for bacterial 
growth in the hindgut. 

During pelleting, all the steps 
(feed conditioning, pelleting and 
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Quality feed has a good balance of both fine and coarse particles. 

cooling) must be carefully controlled 
to ensure good pellet quality with-
out destroying exogenous enzymes 
and thermolabile nutrients. After 
pellets exit the pellet mill, they are 
moved through coolers that remove 
heat and moisture; they then either 
pass through crumblers if the feed is 
intended for small chicks (e.g., pre-
starter and starter) or directly placed 
into bins prior to loading onto a feed 
truck. Afterward, feed is transported 
and unloaded through a high output 
auger and dropped vertically into 
on-farm bins. 

The feed delivery process is con-
stant, but it can be influenced by 
external factors, such as weather, 
which can lead to feed outages 
that can compromise animal per-
formance. Good communication 
between the feed mill, live produc-
tion managers and growers is import-
ant to ensure the feed is ordered 
and delivered in a timely manner. 
Growers or farm managers must 
control the amount of feed on hand 
and if, after feed arrival, they notice 
differences in feed color, smell or 
texture, they must communicate the 
findings immediately to their ser-
vice person. In addition, if growers 

observe sudden differences in ani-
mals’ activity, such as increased or 
decreased feed and/or water con-
sumption, they must immediately 
contact their service person, who 
can assess the situation and evaluate 
animal health or feed issues. 

Between flocks, or at least once a 
year, it is important to conduct pre-
ventive and corrective maintenance 
of feed handling equipment. Once 
bins are empty, growers should 
inspect for leaks and promptly seal 
any leaks detected. A typical sign 
of a leak is feed sticking to the side 
wall or an area where mold has 
developed. Cleaning must be done 
carefully to ensure that lumps of 
moldy and potentially contaminated 
feed don’t fall into the feed line. Bin 
boots must be regularly inspected 
and caked material cleaned out from 
each hopper before the first feed 
arrival. 

Typically, moisture in the feed 
hoppers or condensation in silo 
walls due to temperature differences 
between day and night can lead to 
moldy feed buildup, which can lead 
to bacterial growth or, even worse, 
mycotoxin production. 

If feed problems arise either at the 
beginning or during growout, collect 
feed samples from each feed hopper 
as the hopper is being filled from 
the cross auger. Samples should be 
analyzed to ensure that feed does 
not have nutrient deficiencies or tox-
icities. Feed can also be analyzed 
microbiologically to make sure the 
feed does not contain a hazard that 
can enter the human food chain. 
Analyzing more than one sam-
ple increases analysis cost but also 
increases confidence in the results. 

Besides monitoring feed quality, 
the grower must also avoid feed out-
ages, which can disrupt feeding pat-
terns, slow down growth and cause 
birds to consume litter. Feed outages 
can disrupt the digestive system, dis-
rupt intestinal bacteria and lead to 
digestion and feed passage issues. 

At the end of the flock, timing 
feed to clean feed pans can reduce 
leftovers, but the practice must be 
done correctly to ensure that birds 
don’t run out of feed. It is important 
to make sure cross augers and hop-
pers are emptied so that withdrawal 
pellets instead of starter/pre-starter 
crumbles are not available. 

At the farm, it is important to 
understand the crucial role of feed 
availability and feed quality in 
birds’ health and growth. Cleaning 
and maintaining feed equipment 
properly will help birds reach their 
genetic potential in terms of body 
weight and feed efficiency. Growers, 
farm managers and service persons 
should check feed quality and ani-
mal health regularly and coordinate 
with the feed mill to take samples for 
analysis if feed changes or if birds’ 
eating and/or drinking patterns 
change. The ultimate goal of each 
player in the poultry industry is to 
improve animal welfare and health 
and to optimize performance. 

9 
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Grants Help Poultry Producers Recover 
from COVID-related Losses 

Alabama poultry producers who the agricultural supply chain, and con-
suffered economic losses due tract poultry growers are no exception. 

to the COVID-19 pandemic may be Being highly leveraged operations on 
‘THE SURVEY eligible for financial aid under the tight cash flows, any minor swing in 

Alabama Department of Agriculture their stable production cycle can causeSUGGESTED 45% and Industry’s Alabama Agricultural major business financial problems.” 
OF BREEDER Stabilization Program. Federal agricultural support programs 

Specifically, that program’s Poultry often don’t cover contract poultry grow-GROWERS SUFFERED Farmer Stabilization Grant Program ers, said Adam Rabinowitz, another 
NEGATIVE IMPACTS. designates $4 million to assist grow- Extension economist. Initial USDA 

ers who experienced extended down- programs to support farmers excluded 
WE ESTIMATE times between flocks, decreased birds contract poultry growers, and the Small 

per flock or changes in target grow-out Business Administration’s PaycheckTHAT 25% MORE 
weights for birds and who have not been Protection Program provided limited

POULTRY GROWERS compensated. options. 
Dennis Brothers, an Alabama “Contract growers get left out because ARE ELIGIBLE FOR 

Cooperative Extension System, or of a misconception that not owning their 
THE PROGRAM ACES, agricultural economist at birds insulates them from market and 

Auburn University said the poultry production impacts,” Rabinowitz said.THAN BEFORE THE industry experienced challenges from “Contract growers are usually highly 
MODIFICATIONS.’ the pandemic. leveraged and are dependent upon the 

“Contract poultry growers are typi- contracting company to supply the 
cally insulated from many risks that a tra- birds, the feed, veterinary services and 

Adam Rabinowitz 
ditional livestock producer would incur, general management support.”

EXTENSION ECONOMIST like market price swings and inventory When a company feels market 
challenges,” Brothers said. “However, stresses, it may pass the stress down to 
COVID-19 presented challenges to all contract growers. 
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“Growers may face increased 
downtime between flocks, fewer 
birds per flock and changes in target 
grow-out weights,” Rabinowitz said. 
“These can mean negative outcomes 
for contract growers and present real 
marketing and production risks to 
their operations.” 

Rabinowitz said when the initial 
stabilization program protocols were 
announced, concerns arose that they 
were too limiting for poultry growers. 

ACES, led by Rabinowitz and 
Brothers in collaboration with the 
Alabama Farmers Federation and 
APEA, conducted a grower survey to 
gather data on growers’ losses from 
COVID-19. State agriculture officials 
modified the program supported by 
Extension’s data. 

“The survey suggested 45 percent 
of breeder growers suffered nega-
tive impacts,” Rabinowitz said. “We 
estimate that 25 percent more poultry 
growers are eligible for the program 
than before the modifications.” 

Both Rabinowitz and Brothers 
agree that the state’s poultry growers 
will reap benefits from the Poultry 
Farmer Stabilization Grant Program. 

“These relief funds can have sig-
nificant impact on the growers who 
are a major part of Alabama’s largest 

Alabama poultry farmers were eligible to apply for funds through the Alabama 
Agricultural Stabilization Program from Oct. 13 to Nov. 6. 

agricultural industry,” Brothers said. 
“We know that integrators offer some 
assistance to growers, but this pro-
gram is important in cases where that 
assistance is less than the full loss or 
where no assistance was given.” 
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 WOMEN As third shift manager, Ramona Harris keeps things running at 

the Koch Foods processing facility in Gadsden, where she's been 
for 39 years. 

Breaking into Poultry Industry 
By Caleb Hicks 

Thirty-nine years ago, an 18-year-old Ramona 
Harris got a job hanging chickens on the pro-

cessing line at what was then Spring Valley Poultry, 
now Koch Foods, in Gadsden. 

Today, Harris is still at the facility, but now as 
manager of the third shift, which runs 11 p.m. to 
7 a.m. 

“I basically make sure everything keeps running 
smoothly from top to bottom,” Harris said. “A lit-
tle while after I started working here, I was going 
to school for nursing on the side, but one day, I 
changed my mind. After that, I never wanted to do 
anything else.” 

She attributes her move up the ladder to years of 
hard work and dedication. 

“I did everything I could to learn everything 

I could,” she said. “I stayed late after work and 
learned to do paperwork and had folks mentor me. 
There is so much opportunity in the poultry indus-
try, and being able to show other women that they, 
too, can move up the ranks is very inspiring.” 

As of 2017, Alabama had 2,461 male principal 
poultry farmers to only 1,059 female. Terri Gilley 
of Holly Pond is one of them. 

The Cullman County native started growing 
chickens in 1981 with one house. For her, it’s all 
about a challenge. 

“I love the challenge that comes with working in 
the poultry industry,” Gilley said. “It’s tiresome, but 
you’ve got to be willing to work hard, pay attention 
to details and, most of all, be dedicated. You can’t 
expect everything to always be perfect.” 

16 November / December 2020 Alabama Poultry Magazine 



 
 

 
 

 

Cullman County native Terri Gilley owns and operates six chicken 
houses in Holly Pond and enjoys the fact she gets to run things her 
way. Gilley is shown here with her granddaughter, Caylee, who also 
helps out on the farm. 

She now manages and keeps records for six 
poultry houses, and in her 31 years in the busi-
ness, she has personally overseen every batch of 
chickens sold except one, and that was because of 
a visit to the emergency room. 

For Gilley, the decision to start a farm was an 
easy one. 

“It’s a blessing to be able to work in the agricul-
tural industry and work for yourself,” she said. “I 
enjoy growing chickens and try to put my all in 
whatever I do. If I set my head to something, I’m 
going to do it.” 

Down at Auburn University, Jessica Starkey is an 
assistant professor in the College of Agriculture’s 
poultry science department, where she manages a 
research lab and teaches multiple classes. 

“My entire teaching philosophy centers around 
getting students to do their part and trying to moti-
vate them to build skills they need,” Starkey said. 
“Our idea is that we want to give back and train 
students who can be productive and be leaders in 
the industry.” 

Having grown up one of three daughters on a 
beef cattle ranch in rural Kansas, Starkey was 
accustomed to hard work and being productive. 
She said there was never any doubt in her mind 

Auburn University's Jessica Starkey is a faculty member in the poultry science department, where she manages a research lab and teaches 
several classes for the next group of poultry science students. 
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she couldn’t do something because 
she was a girl, and she applies that to 
her teaching strategy. 

“Getting students to think about 
what they’re doing and why they’re 
doing it is one of my main goals,” 
she said. “I see more and more young 
women finish our program and head 
into management trainee positions 
in the industry or end up as supervi-
sors. That’s encouraging to me.” 

Sarah Ballard, a 2016 Auburn 
alumna in agricultural communica-
tions with a minor in poultry science 
and a former student of Starkey’s, is 
now a breeder field representative 
for Wayne Farms in Troy. 

Ballard, who grew up around 
chickens in Crenshaw County, 
serves as a liaison between her five 
breeder farmers and the company, 
which she said is a small part of a 
bigger picture. 

“It’s rewarding to me to think that 
I’ve made a difference somehow 
and have been able to help this huge 
industry,” she said. “It’s great to 
show young ladies you can be in this 
industry and can succeed and move 
up. My manager now is a female. It’s 
good to be able to say we can do the 
work and we can make a difference.” 

To Ballard, being a part of 
Alabama’s largest agricultural indus-
try means more than just a job. 

“When you sit down to eat a meal 
with chicken on the table, it’s very 
fulfilling to be able to say that this 
is what I’ve been doing all day — 
helping this industry feed the world,” 
Ballard said. “The people I’ve met 
and the relationships I’ve made since 
starting in this industry are so valu-
able to me. I love what I do.” 

After graduating from Auburn in 2016, Sarah 
Ballard joined the Wayne Farms team. Now a 
breeder field representative, she services five 
farms in the Enterprise area. 

‘ I T ’ S  R EWA R D I N G  
T O  M E  T O  T H I N K  
T H AT  I ’ V E  M A D E  

A  D I F F E R E N C E  
S O M E H OW  A N D  

H AV E  B E E N  A B LE  
T O  H E LP  T H I S  

H U G E  I N D U S T RY.’ 

Sarah Ballard 
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ROSS 308/ROSS 308 AP 

•	 Leading FCR 

•	 Impressive Daily Gain 

•	 Strong Livability 

ROSS 708 

•	 Highest Yield 

•	 Excellent Breeder 

Performance 

•	 Exceptional Livability 

A diverse male portfolio to 

meet any market requirement. 

Visit www.aviagen.com/Ross 

to learn how Ross® will 

deliver for you. 
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A small business loan isn’t just about the money. 
It’s about making the most of it. 

To learn more, visit us at liveoakbank.com/poultry 

WE ARE GETTING THE JOB DONE. 
(maybe a little too well...) 

The PoultrySouth Team has been on FIRE here lately putting farms under contract and closing deals! Which is 
100% a great thing! But... now we have a problem... We have buyers calling us daily ready to purchase a farm 
but we are running out of farms to show them! If you’re considering selling your poultry farm, NOW IS THE 

TIME! Give us a call to schedule your FREE no obligation consultation today! 

MOTES POULTRY FARM 
4 House Broiler Farm in Cullman County, AL. 

DEKALB POULTRY FARM 
4 Mega-House Farm in Deklab County, AL. 

SALE PENDING 
IN JUST A WEEK! 

SOLD & NEVER 
ADVERTISED! 

ROBERT KING 
PoultrySouth Co-Founder 

844-855-0680 
robert@selandgroup.com 

RANDALL UPCHURCH 
PoultrySouth Co-Founder 

256 239-5379 
randall@selandgroup.com 

LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR PROCESS AT 
WWW.POULTRYSOUTH.COM 
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  A trip along I-65 through 
Greenville almost isn’t 
complete without a stop 

at Bates House of Turkey, which 
marked its 50th year dishing out 
the goods March 4. 

Becky Bates Sloane, owner and 
operator of the restaurant, said she 
is proud and humbled to keep up 
a tradition her parents started in 
1970 after the completion of I-65. 

The new road rerouted traffic from 
the farm’s plant location on U.S. 
31 where they originally started 
selling turkey. 

“We bought the property, and 
it was originally just supposed to 
be a sandwich shop,” Becky said. 
“Daddy had always sold a lot of 
turkeys with people stopping by 
the plant. All of us (children) used 
to take turns sitting at the office on 
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Saturdays and Sundays selling tur-
keys to travelers. Once the interstate 
was built, we needed another plan.” 

Purchasing the property proved to 
be the right choice. In 2019 alone, 
the restaurant hustled to dish out 
roughly 25,000 turkey dinners and 
50,000 hickory-smoked turkey 
sandwiches to passersby, something 
Becky said is a family affair. 

“There were five siblings, so seven 
people in the house total when I was 
growing up,” she said. “Each of my 
brothers and my sister all have done 
different parts of this business, but I 
always enjoyed helping my mother 
do the cooking in the kitchen. Now, 
my daughter and two of my grand-
children work at the restaurant.” 

Becky was 19 when her parents 
opened the restaurant. At the time, 
she was studying home economics 
at the University of Montevallo. 
During her time home from col-
lege for holidays and weekends, she 
would fill in at the restaurant, which 
provided much insight and memo-
ries she holds close to her still. 

“I worked here 25 years with my 
mother before she passed away,” 

‘THE BIGGEST LESSON 

I EVER LEARNED FROM 

MY MOTHER WAS TO 

TAKE CARE OF THE 

LITTLE THINGS, AND THE 

BIG THINGS TAKE CARE 

OF THEMSELVES. SHE 

TAUGHT ME SO MUCH.’ 

Becky Bates Sloane 

Becky said. “The biggest lesson I 
ever learned from her was to take 
care of the little things, and the big 
things take care of themselves. She 
taught me so much.” 

Becky’s daughter, Michelle 
Sloane, who helps manage the 
restaurant, said she also has many 

Left: Becky Bates Sloane, right, owner and 
operator of Bates House of Turkey, joins 
her daughter, Michelle Sloane, center, and 
granddaughter Isabella Weekly outside the 
Greenville restaurant. Both Michelle and Isabella 
work at the eatery. Above: As a quarantine 
project during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Michelle decorated a wall in the restaurant with 
newspaper articles from around the country on 
the restaurant. 

fond memories growing up in the 
family business. 

“As a kid, when we would come 
down and visit my grandmother here 
(in Greenville), you would walk in 
the back door and get hit with the 
delicious smell of the dressing she’d 
cook every morning,” she said. “I 
still come in, and that smells takes 
me right back. 

“I couldn’t have paid for what I got 
out of working with my mom and 
grandmother for 20 years. Now, my 
son and my niece both work here. 
Sharing that experience with them 
and carrying on that tradition is just 
priceless.” 

For Becky, the reason for con-
tinuing the legacy that goes back 50 
years has also been because of the 
employees. 

“The people who work here with 
us are our family, and it’s always 
been that way,” Becky said. “People 
who have retired from here have 
grandchildren here now. When you 
have family behind you, supporting 
you, it’s easier to be more success-
ful.” 
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The entry of a new 
39,600-square-foot (66’ × 600’) Economic Impact of a 
broiler house in Alabama causes a 
measurable increase in economic 
activity within the state in terms of 
construction and ongoing annual 
operations. Consider the following 
economic activity created during 
construction and a broiler house’s 

New Broiler House 
in Alabama first year of operation. 

34% $1.5 INPUT Output (Sales) MILLION 
A broiler house in is supported each year 
Alabama sources from ongoing operations; 
roughly 34% of all $798,918 during the 
inputs locally. construction phase. 

TAxes PAID JOB Creation 
is supported jobs are supported 
each year each year from 
from ongoing ongoing operations; 
operations; 6 during the 4 $90 $87,105construction phase.  THOUSAND during the 
construction 
phase. 

Value Added 
Labor Income$357 is supported each 

year from ongoing THOUSAND  $ operations; 504is supported each year from $395,594 during the 
ongoing operations; $290,848 construction phase.THOUSAND  during the construction phase. 

Source: Alabama Cooperative Extension System 23 
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FFA Students Take Home 
Top Poultry Prizes 

Alabama FFA students competed for poultry judg-
ing team and career proficiency prizes during 

the 92nd Annual Alabama State FFA Convention in 
September. 

“We’re very proud of our top-winning FFA students 
this year,” said Ray Hilburn, APEA associate director. 
“Although the state convention was virtual this year, 
we know students were able to learn valuable skills 
in the competition and learn more about the poultry 
industry.” 

Poultry judging teams are graded as a team on evalu-
ating various types of poultry including live, processed 
and cooked. Teams are also graded on evaluating egg 
quality. 

Competitors in poultry career proficiency deter-
mine a year-long project advised by the high school 
agricultural teacher and are graded on the project’s 
successfulness and their responsibility they under-
took. These projects can include backyard poultry or 
commercial poultry production. 

A POWERFUL SMALL SIZE COMPACT TRACTOR DESIGNED 
WITH SOLUTIONS FOR SAFETY HAZARDS

Front steering with 
4 cylinders turbo diesel with common rail, 232 TGF 7900 R - 75 HP 

cubic inch,  torque 240 foot-pound at 1600 rpm -
longitudinal oscillation of the front axle up to 15° - 16x16 transmission 
with synchro shuttle - Independent PTO 540/540e and ground speed 
pto - Hydraulic pump 13.2 gallons/min with oil cooler - 4 Hydraulic 
distributors double efect plus one oil return fow for a total of 9 
hydraulic outlets - Special rear narrow power lift cap 5000 lbs 
with quick couplings, draft and position control  - Comfortable 
adjustable pneumatic seat - With front tires 300/80-15.3 and 
rear 360/70X20 outer width 55 inches (minimal possible 
outer width 47 inches) - Weight 5810 lbs. 

SUPER LOW PROFILE  “PROTECTOR” CAB ONLY 5’9” 
WITH POWERFULL AIR CONDITIONING SYSTEM 

2 YEARS UNLIMITED WARRANTY, UP TO 4 YEARS 
OF WARRANTY. 

CALL US TO LEARN ABOUT ITS UNIQUE 
SAFETY CAB. 

BANNISTER TRACTOR | 570 Bannister Ln Oxford, AL 36203 
Ofce ph: 256-831-3929 | Cell phone: 256-282-1218 
bantracsales@cableone.net | www.bantrac.com 

Poultry Career Development Event: 
HEAVY PENNY A HEN 

1ST  Thorsby 4TH  Benjamin Russell 
Advisor: Brian Lucas Advisor: Josh Williams 

2ND  Woodland High Scoring Individual 
Advisor: Brad Johnson Olivia Powers 

3RD Albertville 
Thorsby 

Advisor: Brian Lucas 
Advisors: Gary Aycock; 

Heath Golden; Allison Kincer; 
Matthew Whisenant; 

Jared Beasley 

POULTRY CAREER PROFICIENCY: APEA 

1ST  Woodland 3RD Geneva 
Sammie Yarbrough Carter Linton 

Advisor: Brad Johnson Advisor: Michael Vann 

2ND Ariton 4TH  Spring Garden 
Alexis Adkins Mason Short 

Advisor: Shelby Thompson Advisor: Andrew Miller 
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Practical Applications 

Winter Tips for Generator, Minimum 
Vent Fan and Stir Fan Maintenance 

Jess Campbell, Jeremiah Davis and Kelly Griggs - November/December  2020 
National Poultry Technology Center – Auburn University 

As winter is approaching, now is the time to 
tune up the generator, minimum ventilation 

fans and stir fans to make winter growing suc-
cess possible. 

Generators: The above fuel tank has a little 
more than 11 inches of fuel inside and is overdue 
for a refill. We have received reports from gener-
ator professionals who have found poultry gen-
erator diesel fuel tanks either very low or out of 
fuel due to the bumper hay crops this year. If you 
use your tanks to fuel tractors, NOW is the time 
to double-check the tanks for adequate fuel stor-
age on hand. We recommend having a minimum 
of three to five days of fuel on hand. Keeping the 
tank closer to full reduces the amount of surface 

area available for condensation to form inside 
the tank during cold weather. 

This is also a good time to inspect tanks for 
signs of moisture and contaminants in the bot-
tom that might cause major problems for grow-
ers this winter, should generators have to run for 
extended periods. As always, we need fuel, fuel 
filters, air filters and a good battery to help 
us make it through winter. Make sure that block 
heaters are on and working and that rodent bait 
stations have been replenished and installed in 
the generator shed to prevent rodent damage. If 
you haven’t had a professional generator tune-up 
this year, it might be a good idea to go ahead and 
schedule one soon. 
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Minimum Ventilation Fans: Fans used for 
minimum ventilation are the most important 
fans on the farm. Each fan used on a five-min-
ute timer cycles ON/OFF 288 times every day 
and 2,016 times in a week. This constant cycling 
coupled with operating under high target static 
pressures between 0.10”-0.15” causes these 
fan belts to wear out quicker than temperature 
control fans. Don’t let worn out fans hold you 
back this winter. We wish you could hear this 
picture! The fan tensioner pulley is completely 
frozen up and acting as a belt guide instead of a 
tensioner. The belt has worn down the pulley to 
the point that it is almost in contact with the ten-
sioner bearing. There is substantial noise, fric-
tion and reduced prop speed due to this frozen 

tensioner. Something needs to be done ASAP to 
bring this fan back up to speed. 

Today’s bird demands proper air exchange and 
moisture removal from the house to keep litter 
dry and ammonia low and to give the bird every 
possible benefit to grow and gain weight in cold 
weather. Now is the time to get all minimum 
ventilation fans tuned up and ready to go for 
cold-weather operation. 

Stir Fans: Now is also a good time to clean all 
stir fans and inspect them for damage. Any stir fan 
that is not working properly should be replaced. 
Stir fans are typically installed to improve litter 
conditions and environmental control efficiency, 
and they do a good job of this when used. They 
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Chancellor, AL ............................... 855-513-9919 
Holly Pond, AL .............................. 855-675-0505 
Ider, AL ......................................... 888-394-7458 

© 2020 Hog Slat Inc. All Rights Reserved.  Prices and promotions subject to change without notice. 
Hog Slat reserves the right to correct printing and pricing errors. 

Ozark, AL.......................................334-443-0240 
Petrey, AL .....................................334-335-2294 
Spruce Pine, AL ............................. 256-331-2817 

Brooder Heater 

Direct Spark 
Gro40 Brooders 

• Stronger Construction 
• No fber insulation to deteriorate 

and lose effciency 
• Lower cost replacement parts 

Buy 8 
or More 

QUANTITY DISCOUNTS 
BUY MORE, SAVE MORE! 

Reg. 
Price 

#GRO40-CR-L5N5 (New Style) Direct Spark Ignition................................$255.00 $240.00 
#GRO40-CR-L2 Pilot Zone, LP........................................................... $256.90   $227.30 
#GRO40-CR-L3 Pilot Modulating Control, LP ................................. $256.90   $227.30 
#GRO40-CR-L9 Pilot Individual Control, LP.................................... $256.90   $227.30 
#GRO40-CR-N2 Pilot Individual Control, NG.................................. $256.90   $227.30 
#GRO40-CR-N9 Pilot Individual Control, NG.................................. $256.90   $227.30 
#GRO40-CR-L5N5-1 ......................................................................... $268.52 $255.10 

Get Your Curtains 

READY FOR WINTER! 

SPECIAL PRICING! 
20% OFF 600’ 

CURTAIN ROLLS 

also benefit the grower in other ways. All heat systems benefit from the use of stir fans to heat the 
house more efficiently and more evenly. The use of these fans helps promote more uniform floor 
temperatures, keeps cold air leaks from staying on the floor, improves minimum ventilation moisture 
removal and keeps in-house heat from staying stratified at the ceiling between ventilation cycles. 

We recommend using stir fans to mix in-house air during preheat, brooding and minimum 
ventilation and anytime the heaters are running inside the house. Using the electronic controller 
to manage stir fan operation is another useful tool. Once the house transitions into temperature control 
mode and stays in that mode for the duration of the flock, the stir fans can be turned off. 

For more winter housing information, visit poultryhouse.com or contact one of our team 
members. 

Jeremiah Davis Jess Campbell Kelly Griggs 
Jeremiah.davis@auburn.edu campbj1@auburn.edu griggs@auburn.edu 
334-734-2644 334-332-6830 251-525-0075 

Good luck this winter from the NPTC. 

HEATING 
SEASON 
ON SALE NOW 

https://poultryhouse.com


Alabama Poultry Magazine November / December 2020 29 



Show your pride in the Alabama Poultry Industry and provide 
scholarships for outstanding poultry science students. 

Order your tag today at your local probate office, or wherever you purchase your automobile tags. 

Our local loan offcers will work with you one-on-one to fnance 
your poultry operation. You won’t talk to dozens of people, just one 
experienced loan offcer who’ll guide you every step of the way. 

Greg Graham Beth Gardner 
John Word 1247 Rucker Blvd., Ste B 
2201-G Gault Ave. Enterprise, AL 36330 
Fort Payne, AL 35967 Enterprise.ag@ffb1.com 
Fortpayne.ag@ffb1.com (334) 347-9944 
(256) 845-4270 
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For more information and details, contact Randall Smith 

256 - 970 - 6100

F A R M  M O R T A L I T Y
The most convienient and environmentally 
friendly method of poultry mortality disposal.

Congratulations to Karen and Mike Hill, Hillcrest Farm, of Holly Pond,
on being named 2019 Alabama Poultry Farm Family of the Year. The 
Hills have been using our freezers since starting the farm in 2014.
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